
CARLOS LYRA’S CHRONOLOGY 
THE AUTHOR 

 
1954  
- Composes "Quando Chegares", his first song (music and lyrics). Meetingw with Sylvia Telles, João Gilberto, Lúcio 
Alves, Luiz Eça, João Donato and others around the piano of Johnny Alf, at the bar in the Hotel Plaza.  
 
1955  
- Silvinha Telles records “compact” record with "Menina" by Carlos Lyra and "Foi a Noite", by Antonio Carlos Jobim and 
Newton Mendonça.  
 
1956  
- Composes "Maria Ninguém" among other songs with his own lyrics.  
- Vocal group “Os Cariocas” records his song "Criticando".  
 
1957  
- First songs written with Ronaldo Bôscoli: "Lobo bobo", "Se é tarde me perdoa", etc.  
 
1958  
- First songs written with Geraldo Vandré: "Quem Quiser Encontrar o Amor" and "Aruanda".  
 
1959  
- Records first LP: “Carlos Lyra Bossa Nova" with cover notes written by Ary Barroso.  
 
1960  
- First songs with Vinícius de Moraes: "Você e eu", "Coisa Mais Linda", "Minha Namorada", etc.  
- Composes music for play, "A Mais Valia vai Acabar, seu Edgar", by Oduvaldo Vianna Filho, directed by Chico de Assis.  
- Composes with Maria Clara Machado the children’s musical, "Maroquinhas Fru-Fru".  
- Records his second LP “Carlos Lyra”, with cover notes by Vinicius de Moraes. 
- Double compact, 45 rpm, “No Balanço do Samba”, released on the Philips label, with: “Canção do olhar amado”, 
“Chora tua tristeza”, “Quando chegares” e “Só mesmo por amor”.  
 
1961  
- Founds, together with Oduvaldo Vianna Filho, Ferreira Gullar and others, the Popular Center of Culture (Centro 
Popular de Cultura – CPC) of the National Student Union (União dos Estudantes – UNE).  
- Composes music for the play “Cinderela” by Maria Clara Machado. 
- Writes the musical “Um americano em Brasília together with Chico de Assis and Nélson Lins e Barros. 
- Composes the music for the play “O testamento do cangaceiro” by Chico de Assis.  
- Composes music for the play “Almas mortas” by Nikolai Gogol, staged by the TBC and directed by Flávio Rangel. 
- Records third LP, "Depois do Carnaval".  
- "Bossa Nova Mesmo" record is released with performances by Carlos Lyra, Vinicius de Moraes, Sylvia Teles, Lucio 
Alves, among others.  
 
1962  
- Appears at the Bossa Nova Concert in Carnegie Hall, New York. 
- Composes, together with Vinícius de Moraes, the musical "Pobre Menina Rica".  
- “Carlos Lyra”, a double compact on the Philips label is released with “Você e eu”, “Chora tua tristeza”, Ïnfluência do 
jazz” and “Depois do carnaval”.  
 
1963  
- Composes score for film “Gimba”, directed by Flávio Rangel. 
- "Couro de Gato", with score by Carlos Lyra, receives awards at the festivals of Sestri Levanti (Italy) and Oberhausen 
(Germany).  
- Composes with Vinícius de Moraes the "Hino da UNE" and "Marcha da Quarta-feira de Cinzas". Composes the music 
"Canção do Subdesenvolvido" together with Chico de Assis. 
- Composes score for the film, “Bonitinha mas ordinária” by Nelson Rodrigues”. 
 
1964  
- Records two LPs, "Pobre Menina Rica" and "Sound of Ipanema", the latter with Paul Winter.  
- “Pobre Menina Rica” opens at the Teatro Maison de France, starring Nara Leão, Napoleão Muniz Freire and Carlos 
Lyra, directed by Domingos de Oliveira.  
- “Pobre Menina Rica” reopens at the Teatro de Bolso Aurimar Rocha. Cast includes Cléa Simões, Noriel Vilela, Milton 
Gonçalves, Ary Toledo, Roberto de Cleto, Vera Gertel and Carlos Lyra. Music performed by Antonio Adolfo’s group, 
“Trio em 3D”. 
- “Aruanda” becomes “Take me to Aruanda” with lyrics by Norman Gimbel, and is Lyra’s first song to receive an English 
version.  
 
1965  
- Children’s musical, "O Dragão e a Fada", receives the award from the State of Guanabara.  
- First original songs in English: “It only could happen with you”, lyrics by Norman Gimbel and “A certain sadness”, 
lyrics by John Court. The latter is recorded on an LP released on the Verve label, sung by Astrud Gilberto.  
 
1966  
- Score for the film, "O Padre e a Moça" receives awards as best film score for 1965 and 1966.  
- Score for musical, "A Pobre Menina Rica", written with Vinícius, receives award for best musical composition for 
theatre.  
 
 



1967  
- LP “Carlos Lyra” is released on the Capitol label in Mexico.  
- Composes music for “The Song of Songs” from the Book of Solomon, performed in a recital at the National Library of 
Mexico, Mexico City.  
- Composes music for the play, “La cueva de Salamanca” by Don Juan Ruiz de Alarcón, staged in Mexico City, directed 
by Hector Mendoza.  
 
1968  
– Composes scores, writes text and does narration for 20 short subject films aimed at the tourist trade in México City 
during the Olympic Games.  
- Musical "Pobre Menina Rica", translated into Spanish by Gabriel Garcia Marques and Mexican poet, Francisco 
Cervantes, opens in México. Cast includes Lyra (in the role of the Beggar Poet), Leny Andrade, Marly Tavares, and the 
Trio Bossa Três (Luis Carlos Vinhas, Rony Mesquita and Otávio Bailey). 
- Composes songs for the play, “Fuenteovejuna” by Lope de Vega, staged at the Teatro Tlatelolco in Mexico City, 
directed by José Luiz Ibañez.  
 
1969  
- LP “Saravá” is released in México on the RCA label. 
- A version of the musical, Pobre Menina Rica, is produced for Mexican television with Kate Lyra in the title role.  
 
1970 
- Produces and directs children’s musical, “O dragão e a fada”, at the Teatro de la Danza, in Spanish version, “¿Alguién 
dijo Dragon?”. Play receives awards for Best Direction, Best Cast, Best Musical Score, Best Sets, Best Costumes, 
recebendo and Best Musical Play.  
 
1971 
- Returns to Brazil. 
- Records "...e no entanto é preciso cantar", released on the Philips label with arrangements by Théo de Barros, and 
special participation of Kate Lyra and Chico Buarque de Hollanda. Chico and Carlos sing the first Buarque/Lyra song, 
“Essa passou” .  
- Composes music for the play, “Abelardo e Heloisa” (a medieval drama of the Twelfth Century), staged in São Paulo 
and Rio de Janeiro, directed by Flávio Rangel.  
- “Carlos Lyra – História da Música popular brasileira”, combination LP / booklet, released by Abril Cultural Publishing.  
 
1972 
- LP "Eu & Elas", including first song written with Ruy Guerra, “Entrudo” released on the PolyGram label. 
- "Pobre Menina Rica" opens at the Teatro da Praia. Cast includes Kate Lyra (in the title role) and Carlos Lyra.  
 
1973  
- Records LP "Carlos Lyra", released on Continental label. 
 
1974  
- Records LP "Herói do medo", released on Continental label.  
- Does two years of Primal Therapy (Dr. Arthur Janov) in Los Angeles..  
- Studies and later teaches at the Sidereal School of Astrology.  
 
1975  
- Song, “It’s so obvious”, by Carlos and Kate Lyra, is recorded by Sergio Mendes: on the Mendes album, “Home 
Cooking” (originally released on the RCA label, now re-released in CD as Sergio Mendes & Brasil 77)  
 
1976  
- Returns to Brazil and writes astrology book, "O Seu Verdadeiro Signo", published by Editora Codecri of "O Pasquim".  
 
1977  
- Composes score for film "Amada Amante", directed by Claudio Cunha.  
 
1978  
- Children’s musical, “O Dragão e a Fada”, re-opens in México City.  
 
1979  
- Composes “Prelúdio nº 1 - Opus Único - O Círculo” for “O Círculo”, a Kate Lyra short subject film. (Music for score is 
performed by Luizinho Eça). 
- Composes incidental music for the play, “Órfãos de Jânio”, by Millôr Fernandes. The play opens in Rio de Janeiro the 
following year.  
 
1980  
- Writes score for musical, "Vidigal", play by Millôr Fernandes based on the book, "Memórias de um Sargento de 
Milícias" by Manoel Antonio de Almeida. 
- Children’s musical, "O Dragão e a Fada", running since 1970 in Mexico City, is included in the official repertoire of 
Mexican Theatre.  
 
1981  
- Composes with Paulo César Pinheiro: “Auto de São Jorge Guerreiro”, “Fecho de ouro”, “Descanso do guerreiro”, “Pelo 
bem da vida”, among others.  
 
1982  
- Musical, "Vidigal", opens at the Teatro João Caetano with Renata Fronzi, Guilherme Karam, Cristina Santos and large 
cast.  
- Writes lyrics in Portuguese for Julio Iglesias.  



 
1983  
- Composes, together with Paulo César Pinheiro, songs for the musical, "As Primícias" by Dias Gomes,  
- Composes music for a lyric by Dolores Duran, "O Negócio é Amar". 
 
1984  
- Writes and performs show "25 Anos de Bossa Nova" which opens at the Teatro dos Quatro, produced by Kate Lyra.  
 
1986  
- Records compact “A UNE canta” with the songs, Canção do subdesenvolvido and Hino da UNE; Arrangements by Luiz 
Eça, Cover Art by Carlos Scliar, and special participação by the Universidade Santa Úrsula chorus.  
 
1987  
- LP “25 anos de Bossa Nova” recorded live at the Jazzmania, Rio de janeiro, released on the 3M label.  
 
1991  
- Musical "Pobre Menina Rica" starring Carlos Lyra, Beth Bruno and Antônio Pedro is staged for private audience in Rio 
de Janeiro, São Paulo and Campinas with general direction and staging by Aderbal Freire Filho (Aderbal Jr.), musical 
direction by Marinho Bofa.  
 
1992  
- Composes in Spain his “Caminho de Santiago”, later recorded on his CD “Carioca de Algema”.  
 
1993  
- CD "Bossa Lyra" released in October in Japan on BMG/VICTOR label.  
 
1994  
- "Songbook – Carlos Lyra" released by Lumiar Editora 
- CD "Songbook – Carlos Lyra" released on the Lumiar Discos label. 
- Lyra’s book "AYANAMSA" Astrologia Sideral is published by Editora Maltese. 
- CD "Bossa Lyra" released in Brazil on the BMG/ARIOLA label. 
- Composes the song “Y-panema” for event commemorating 100 years of Ipanema.  
 
1995  
- CD "Carioca de Algema" re-released on the EMI/ODEON label. 
- Receives the Pedro Ernesto Medal, an homage by the House of Representatives for the State of Rio de Janeiro for his 
contributions to culture.  
 
1996  
- Composes themes for the film “Policarpo Quaresma - Herói do Brasil”, directed by de Paulo Tiago 
- Receives the title of Benefactor for the State of Rio de Janeiro from the State Legislature.  
 
1997  
- Song “Benção Bossa Nova”, lyrics by Lyra and Paulo César Pinheiro, music by Lyra and Roberto Menescal (in their 
first joint composition) is written for event in Japan celebrating 40 Years of Bossa Nova. 
 
1998  
- “Carioca de Algema” by Millôr Fernandes and Carlos Lyra, is chosen as theme for institutional vídeo by the Municipal 
Government of Rio de Janeiro.  
CD RELEASES:  
1. “Carlos Lyra best selection from 1959 to 1963” – Dear Heart - Japão 
2. “Carlos Lyra – Bossa Nova” – Polygram – Japão 
3. “Bossa Cucanova” (CD REMIX com “Influência do Jazz” e “Maria Moita” – Cucamonga Records BRASIL / Crammed 
Discs BELGICA / Six Degrees Records USA / Virgin – Spain  
 
1999  
- Show Vivendo Vinícius at the Teatro João Caetano, Rio de Janeiro, with Carlos Lyra, Baden Powell, Miúcha e Toquinho 
- Double CD “VIVENDO VINÍCIUS” recorded live, released on BMG Brasil label 
- Mayor Luiz Paulo Conde awards Lyra the Diploma “Friend of Rio” in recognition of his contribution to the betterment 
of the City of Rio de Janeiro—at the Museum of Modern Art (MAM), Rio de Janeiro, November 19.  
 
2000  
- Editora Irmãos Vitale publish Lyra’s book on guitar method, “Harmonia Prática da Bossa Nova” (Pratical Harmony of 
Bossa Nova). 
- CD “Sambalanço” released in Japan on Rip Curl Records label. 
- CD “Carlos Lyra – a música brasileira deste século”, released by SESC-SP 
- CD “Carlos Lyra / Enciclopédia musical brasileira”, released by Warner Music - Brasil. 
- CD “Carlos Lyra / Millennium”, released by Universal Music - Brasil.  
 
2001  
- CD “Saravá” (originally recorded and released in 1970 as an LP on the RCA México label) released on BMG label.  
 
2002  
- CD “Herói do medo” (censured by the Brazilian government in 1974) remixed and released on the Warner label.  
 
2003  
CD “Coisa mais Linda – the Carlos Lyra songs” released by BMG Brasil.  
 
 



2004 
- Celebrates 50 years of his carrer at Canecão, in March, 17, where records an alive DVD with many special guests. 
- Records the TV Program 7 X Bossa Nova to Direct TV 
- Participates on the film “Coisa mais linda (This is Bossa nova)– History and Stories” by Paulo Thiago 
- Releases the CD “Sambalanço”, celebrating his 50 years of Music.  
 
2005 
- Composes with Joyce their first song together, called “E era Copacabana...” 
- First recording of “E era Copacabana...” with Dori Caymmi and Joyce to the new album Rio-Bahia 
- Contemplated with the Shell Brasil Music Award 2005, ‘for the collection of his work’.  
- Releases the Tv Program 7 X Bossa Nova 
- Releases the DVD “Carlos Lyra – 50 anos de música” (50 Years of Music) by Biscoito Fino 
- Releases the film “Coisa mais linda (This is Bossa nova)– History and Stories” by Paulo Thiago, based on his and 
Menescal’s musical memories. 
 
2006 
– Composes with Marcos Valle their first song together, called “Até o fim” 

 


